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August has often been a busy month in the Bay and
2003 was no exception. On August 7th a group of three
Risso's dolphin were seen INSIDE the outer harbour at
Santurtzi. It was a warm day with and lots of passengers
were o the deck and got good views. These are large
robust greying dolphins with a blunt beak and tall
dorsal that can sometimes be mistaken for that of a
killer whale. The scarring on the body is also a
distinctive feature. Clive Martin (Wildlife Liaison
Officer) further reported that on the 23rd of August that
recent trips has included 9 species! The species list thus
included: common, striped, Risso’s and bottlenosed
dolphins (affectionately known as BND’s), harbour
porpoise, minke, sperm and fin whales. On one trip the
sperm whales encounters added up to 12 animals and
Fin whale an amazing 51 individuals. The calm weather
provided ideal spotting conditions. On the birding front
one little shearwater was recorded and a number of
Sabine's gulls. The wildlife talks onboard the Pride of
Bilbao were very well attended – over 250 people in the
cinema for the talks was not an uncommon sight!
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September got off to a fine start with a confirmed live sighting
of a True’s Beaked Whale (second European record of a
photographed animal). Furthermore Clive Martin was
first to spot and identify a Masked Booby that stayed
with the ship for several hours. This close relative of the
gannet normally is normally found around the more
tropical Atlantic Islands and this record probably
represents a first for the Bay of Biscay. # 
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October brought with it some severe force 9 and 10
gales that didn’ t help with sightings. However, even
with the white caps it was possible to observe fin
whales. Common dolphins were moving northwards
towards the Southwest Approaches and the Channel in
groups of anything from 4 to 700!
The survey team had good but distant sightings of 30
griffon vultures over the distant hills in Santurtzi. The
‘hill’  immediately behind Santurtzi can be a great place
to spot birds, migrants and butterflies. It makes for a
good walk before the ferry home and is well worth a
trip for the more energetic birders amongst you. Future
issues will feature the ‘hill’  in more detail.
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AUGUST Cetaceans Recorded:

Fin Whale -       c42+
Pilot whale -         40
Common Dolphin -                   c400+
Striped Dolphin -        c100+
Bottle-nosed Dolphin -          5
Birds Recorded:
Gannet - 290
Northern fulmar -     17
Manx shearwater -     7
Cory’s shearwater -     2
European storm petrel -     4
Wilsons petrel -      1
Whimbrel -     1
Great skua -   10
Pomarine skua -        1
Arctic Skua -    2
Lesser Black backed gull - 195
Great black backed gull -       17
Herring gull - 140
Kittiwake -   13
Arctic tern -   33
Sandwich tern -     5
Black tern -     1
Golden plover   40
Turtle dove
Yellow wagtail
Reed warbler
Chiff Chaff
Redstart
Swift
     Plus:
Sunfish  

Research Team:
Nigel Symes, Andy Schofield, Darren Fanner,
Rebecca Milton

SEPTEMBER Cetaceans Recorded:

Fin Whale -           1
Minke Whale -           2
Cuvier’s Beaked Whale           1
Common Dolphin -                       59
Striped Dolphin -              3
Bottle-nosed Dolphin -           2
Harbour Porpoise -           3
Birds Recorded:
Gannet - 1457
Northern fulmar -       19
Cormorant     12
Manx shearwater -       4
Cory’s shearwater -       2
Great shearwater  -       6
Sooty shearwater     27
Little shearwater      1
European storm petrel -     22
Wilsons petrel -       1
Madeiran petrel      2
Whimbrel -      1
Oystercatcher      1
Great skua -    22
Pomarine skua -          1
Arctic Skua -    16
Lesser Black backed gull -   203
Great black backed gull -         19
Herring gull -   140
Kittiwake -     30
Sabines gull      8
Arctic tern -    21
Common tern      2
Common scoter      3
Guillemot      7
Puffin      1

Research Team:
Nigel Symes, Andy Schofield, Leane Tilley
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2004 Whale & Dolphin special mini
cruises to Spain with the BDRP and P&O
Ferries .

Join us for an enthralling cruise to the Bay
of Biscay in search of whales, dolphins
and seabirds. Spend 3 nights onboard
with up to 4 hours ashore in Spain.

Various dates in 2004 will be available to
book soon.

To register your interest please email your
contact details to

whaledolphinspecials@poferries.com

The award winning BDRP whale watching
display board on deck 11 on the P&O
Portsmouth Pride of Bilbao ferry

OCTOBER  Cetaceans Recorded:

Northern bottlenose whale (probable) 2
Fin whale 1
Harbour porpoise             25
Common dolphin             22
Striped dolphin 5
Bottlenose dolphin             15
Risso’s dolphin 3
Unidentified dolphin sp 8
Birds Recorded
Sooty shearwater 2
Balearic shearwater 3
Shearwater sp. 1
Gannet 621
Storm-petrel 73
Common scoter 8
Great Skua 66
Little gull 17
Black-headed gull 3
Common gull 1
Kittiwake 39
Sabine’s gull 2
Herring gull 6
Yellow-legged gull 2 (+ lots in
Santurtzi harbour)
Great black-backed Gull. 41
Lesser black-backed Gull 16
Black-backed gull sp. 4
Large gull sp. 172
Guillemot 34
Razorbill 9
Guillemot/Razorbill 8
Wader sp. 1
Migrants
Skylark 3
Barn swallow 2
Meadow pipit 28
Pied wagtail 3
Grey wagtail 1
Wagtail sp. 7
Robin 1
Fieldfare 1
Song thrush 10
Thrush sp. 1
Starling 11 (probable)
Finch sp 17
Passerine sp. 11

Plus:

Ocean sunfish Mola mola 3

    Research Team:
Caroline Weir, Jeff Picksley, Duncan Fyfe



Wildlife L iaison Officers Special
Repor t

Hello Everyone.

Thought you might like to read this........

......." Steaming in a southerly direction, the day
dawned with beautiful blue skies a slight swell and
Force 2 north westerly breeze. It looked good for a
days whale and dolphin watching but sightings were
painfully slow inspite of the weather.

Scanning the horizon my eyed cued into a large
white mass visible above and below the
horizon....feeding birds in a pretty large aggregation !
We steamed towards the location and encountered
tens of thousands of Gannet, Great Skua, Kittiwake
and other Gulls. Dolphins were evident, feeding, as
part of this frenzy. Water turbulence from both the
dolphin and plunge diving Gannets erupted from the
sea surface and as far as the eye could see on the
starboard side.
After twenty minutes of this encounter and
incredulous at the sights before us, I wondered how
much longer this sighting could go on
for....everywhere feeding birds and smallish groups
of dolphin. I had never experienced such a huge, well
spread, aggregation of feeding birds.

BLOW !.......now a big rorqual entered the arena....a
mass of white water around it's body indicating that it
was lunge feeding. As we steamed on the number of
birds did not diminish and the encounter had started
45 minutes earlier!
Another blow, and another and another....2 identified
as Fin Whale and the other two, too distant to be
certain, but probable Fin Whale. 4 in all. Two of the
animals close to our vessel with big arching bodies
indicating terminal dives as they too feasted on
whatever food resource was the cause of this frenzy.
Suddenly across the bow appeared 250-300 common
dolphin, very little bow riding....intent on getting to
the scene of the feasting. Calves and juveniles as well
as the adults swimming and porpoising towards the
action!
It had taken over 1 hour to pass this spectacle of
nature and what a day the whale and dolphin
watchers has had....the sunset that followed was seen
by some to give off the "Green Flash"...does a day
get better than this !!

Well yes it does !! but in a different sort of way.

After the previous days "feeding frenzy" encounter
most felt that the price they had paid had been a good
investment...... could we be as lucky today ? ..... the
weather was still great and the sun shining with only
"T" shirts needed on the deck. You just never know !

Common dolphin started the action and this time did
they come into "bowride"...yeha !!! about two
hundred each with a "boogieboard" torpedoed in.
Calves juveniles and adults all in for some fun !.In
the calm seas everyone onboard must have seen
them...but all too quickly they left us and went on
their way.
Looking ahead my eye caught an unusual patch of
white water...bins up to check it out ...nothing
showing...no white wave caps so it must have been
something...concentrate!......a big rounded BLOW
but dissipating in the gentle breeze...pan left and then
right with the binoculars.....then another similar
exhalation, followed by white water turbulence and
lots of it.....what is this ? As if to let me know exactly
what it was it leapt clear of the surface in a 45 degree
breach a couple of times showing it's rotund robust
body with great pectorals.....Big wings of New
England was leaping in front of us....a fantastic
demonstrative Humpback Whale !

We steamed up to it's position and scanned 360 but
to no avail...we did not see it again and I had so
much adrenaline in my body that I was not sorry to
leave it behind...but we kept watching the horizon
astern of the vessel, we tried so hard to get onto it
again but it was not to be.

I heard someone shout...a garbled excited utterance
...."blah bler der blaah..PUFF" this translated meant
that he had seen a blow from a big whale close to the
boat!

Oh my God just look at that Sperm Whale......close
and nearly touching the side of the vessel it's huge
fluke nearest to us as it attempted a tight turn
subsurface and on it's side looking up at us watching
him...it's white belly and lower jaw showing as
beautiful light patches under the water......a couple of
fluke prints and he came to the surface and gave his
characteristic forward blow......now we had had an
encounter with Moby Dick.

The day finished with a school of gymnastic Striped
Dolphin having a bow ride...followed once again by
a superb golden ball of setting sun !"..........................

OK......so where was I ?

Biscay on my last trip as WLO.....November 13th
(lucky for some !)..."T"shirts, Sperm whale and old
Humpy...just fantastic ! Sorry you could not be there.

However lots of passengers on the "Pride of Bilbao"
had memories never to be forgotten.

Kind regards

Clive Martin
Wildlife Liaison Officer
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The striped dolphin is fairly easy to identify at sea when
encountered at close quarters. Generally the species is
between 1.95-2.4m and is a gregarious species. In the
Pacific this species is frequently encountered in groups
of several hundred whilst in the Atlantic and
Mediterranean groups are generally smaller. In the
North East Atlantic there has been a significant increase
in the northern extension of the range of striped
dolphins. This is a species of warmer temperate waters
which advances north during the summer and retreats
south during the winter. In the Pacific this movement
can range between 43N and 33N. In the North East
Atlantic striped dolphins are now regularly seen in
Scottish waters and the instances of winter records from
the western approaches and Irish box areas are
increasing. For those travelling aboard the Biscay ferry
crossings can expect to see the return of striped
dolphins to the area in April and May. At this time they
may also have calves with them, having given birth in
the warmer waters around the Iberian peninsula.

Group sizes in the north east Atlantic are generally less
than 100 in number but this increases when calves are
present.

This is an acrobatic and highly active species. At
distance the water may seem to boil and individuals
breach vertically clear of the mass gaining heights of up
to 7m. However at distance with binoculars all that is
apparent is the activity and the countershading making
identification difficult. This behaviour does have the
effect of drawing the observers attention to the group
even at great distance. On a ship with a height of eye at
30m active groups have been seen over 2 miles away.

Striped dolphins are similar in size to common dolphins
and morphologically highly similar both having long
well defined beaks, a falcate dorsal fin and pointed
pectoral fins. In the Atlantic Striped dolphins will
approach vessel assisting in their identification but they
do not approach as close or as often as common
dolphins. They have been recorded bow riding ferries
and other vessels.

The colour pattern on the striped dolphin is highly
distinctive. The dorsal surface (top of the animal) is
dark grey and starkly contrasts with the flanks which

are a very light grey but can
appear almost white because of
the countershading effect of the
dark grey dorsal area. The
underside is white. There is a
characteristic white flick or blaze
that originates on the flank
around the area of the pectoral
fins which terminates close to
the dorsal fin. There is a black
stripe that runs laterally from the
snout through the eye and to the

anus. A second stripe may originate from this lateral
stripe and curve almost immediately towards the belly
posterior to the pectoral fins. Originating at the bottom
of the eye another black stripe appears to connect the
eye and the pectoral fin.

In the Bay of Biscay striped dolphins are known to form
tight ‘herds’  when there are substantial numbers of
calves present. Calf numbers are highest during April
and September and this suggests that there may be two
calving periods for this species in the North East
Atlantic. In Japanese waters calving has been noted to
occur in winter and summer.

Confused?

The main species that striped dolphins get confused
with is common dolphin. However depending on where
you are other stenella species can also give rise to
confusion such as spotted dolphin, spinner dolphin also
young bottlenose at distance can give some of the
behavioural indicators that one might associate with
striped dolphins. Some bottlenose dolphins may also
appear to have a flick towards the dorsal fin and they
also possess countershading. The light grey area on the
flanks of striped dolphins is much higher and distinct
and this should help to resolve confusion.  Around
South African waters Fraser’s dolphin has striped on the
flank and a blaze and this can confuse.
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Director , BDRP

Tom is a founding Director of BDRP, and has been
involved in survey, research and administration work
for the organisation since 1995. His main role for
BDRP is as Principle Scientific Officer, which involves
helping to oversee and develop scientific analysis of
BDRP whale, dolphin and seabird data for conservation
purposes. To this end he has authored numerous
scientific papers, reports, popular articles and a book on
the marine life of the English Channel and Bay of
Biscay, and has presented the findings at a number of
international conferences. Tom is also co-ordinator of
the newly established Atlantic Research Coalition
(ARC), an evolving partnership of marine research and
conservation bodies that undertake offshore cetacean
surveys using similar scientific methods.
Tom has made around 40 crossings across the Bay of
Biscay for BDRP in search of whales, dolphins,
seabirds, and .. moths! Tom does all this work for
BDRP in his spare time and has a full-time job, working
as a Senior Research Ecologist for Butterfly
Conservation - a charity dedicated to saving wild
butterflies, moths and their habitats. Tom has had a
varied career in wildlife research and nature
conservation spanning nearly twenty years.
After graduating in Environmental Science in the mid-
1980s, Tom spent several years working for the RSPB
on a number of bird, botanical and invertebrate survey
and research projects. Following a Masters degree in
Conservation at University College London, he worked
as an independent ecological consultant specialising in
botanical surveys. Tom returned to academia in 1993, to
complete a PhD on the ecology and conservation of the
Grizzled Skipper butterfly. Having become a Doctor of
butterflies, he has worked at Butterfly Conservation
since 1997. Tom lives in Bridport, Dorset where he
continues his passion for seabird watching and remains
ever hopeful of seeing a dolphin from Dorset soil! Tom
is also a keen photographer and leads natural history
holidays for Naturetrek and others.

Andy Williams
Director , BDRP

Andy Williams began his research work into whales
and dolphins in 1992 as part of his work rescuing
marine mammals, he is a founding Director of BDRP,
and has been involved in survey ,research and
administration work for the organisation since he began
it. His main role for BDRP is as Chairman and
Research Director. Andy is a behavioural ecologist and
has undertaken research > on bottlenose dolphins, small
oceanic cetaceans and larger whales in the
Mediterranean, Caribbean, North Atlantic, West Africa
and around the British  Isles. Andy is also working at
The School of Ocean and Earth Sciences a part of the
University of Southampton within the Southampton
Oceanography Centre. He lectures on marine mammals
and is working on the relationships between cetaceans
and the physical and biological oceanography of the
area in which they occur. Andy is well known for his
pioneering work on the ecology of beaked whales.
Andy has authored numerous scientific papers, reports,
occasional and regular articles in the popular and
specialist press and two books, one on the marine life of
the English Channel and Bay of Biscay, and the other a
book for 9-11 year olds, in the series Nature unfolds,
called Oceans. Andy sits on a number of national and
international expert panels working on subjects as
diverse as Enforcing wildlife law to creating a marine
mammal sanctuary. Andy supervises a number of
student projects as well as heading up BDRP's
innovative project with the Southampton Institute and
Warsash Maritime Centre determining the effectiveness
of marine mammal observers using a ships bridge
simulator. Andy also works full time! He is a married
man who lives just off the seafront at Lee on the Solent.
He is the first to tell everyone who asks, how he
manages > to do everything that it is only the support of
Helen, his wife (herself an active and valued volunteer
for the BDRP) , and 10 year old Josh that allows him to
keep all the balls in the air.
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To receive fur ther  copies of Splash!

If you would like to receive further copies of SPLASH!
- emailed to our supporters free of charge - then please
send details of your email address, clearly printed, to:

DUNCAN FYFE,
BDRP Supporters Group Officer
Valley View
2 How Close
Embleton
Cumbria
CA13 9YA

duncan@fyfe2003@fsnet.co.uk

The BDRP will hold your details in confidence and
they will not be passed onto any third party.

HOW TO MAKE A
DONATION

The BDRP is a non-profit making organisation run
entirely by volunteers and funded largely by donations
from the public. If you would like to make a further
donation then please send a cheque or postal orders
made payable to:

“BDRP”
6 Manor Way,
Lee on Solent,
Hampshire. PO13 9JH

All proceeds will be go straight to the BDRP to enable
us to continue our work conserving the whales and
dolphins of the Bay of Biscay scientific investigation
and educational activities.

Once again we THANK YOU for your support.


