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Have you ever pondered the concept of time?
Whilst you are waiting to get a dentists
appointment for that toothache it can appear to last
forever. Yet when you have a birthday or are
enjoying a great evening out it can pass in a flash.
There are weeks where we sometimes struggle to
meet deadlines and yet there are others when it
seems the fabric of time has been stretched and we
are amazed at how much we can achieve.

2005 marks the 10th Anniversary of the Biscay
Dolphin Research Programme (BDRP) and it is
incredible just how much has been achieved during
that time. From relatively humble beginnings in
1995 the BDRP is a now a highly regarded
voluntary conservation and scientific body that
continues to fulfil its mission statement: to further
the conservation of cetaceans (whales and
dolphins) and other marine life through scientific
investigation and educational activities. This fact
was borne out at the BDRP Annual General
Meeting, recently held at Merrist Wood. However,
much of this important work would not be possible
without the individuals who give up their spare
time to assist the organisation in very many ways.
Whilst volunteering may not be for everyone,
those who wish to support us can do so through
Splash and supporting the work of the BDRP, and
by spreading the word.

Everyone has been moved lately by the terrible
disaster that struck the Pacific and Indian Oceans.
The images we have seen on our television screens
are mind blowing and the extent of the disaster is
on a scale rarely seen before. Closer to home,
flooding in Boscastle and Carlisle has caused
widespread damage with hundreds of homes
having to be evacuated.  This all serves to remind
us of the awesome power of nature, and how tiny
and insignificant we as individuals can be.
However insignificant we might feel as individuals
at times, as a collective group or a collective mind
we can achieve great things. If we all put our
hearts and minds to it we can reduce the rate of
human induced climate change, address poverty,
put the environment at the heart of the political and
social agenda and we can, and indeed have, saved
species from the brink of extinction. By doing your
bit (perhaps by recycling, voluntary work, making

a donation to a good cause or writing to your local
MP on issues that are important to you) every one
of us can effect a change and make a difference to
the world around us, and that includes the marine
environment.

Kind regards
Duncan Fyfe
BDRP Supporters Group Officer and Splash Editor
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Gales persisted through the first part of the month,
making cetacean and seabird sightings and
identification much more difficult, but that didn’ t
stop Clive Martin, BDRP Wildlife Officer, from
recording 1000 Common Dolphin Delphinus delphis
on the Shelf! After the unsettled period the
conditions improved for the 16-19th October sailing  -
7 Fin Whales, 391 Common Dolphin and 4
Bottlenose Bolphin were seen by Clive Martin, and 3
Sperm Whales were the highlight. They were
observed less than 2000m from the ship with 2
animals logging before they came very close to the
Bow and a third animal surfaced just ahead of the
Starboard shoulder. Terrestrial bird migration was
especially good with the highlights including: Song
Thrush 95, Robin 47, Redstart 6, Black Redstart 2,
Stonechat 2, Blackcap 4, Garden Warbler 1,
Chiffchaff 23, Skylark 26, Grey Wagtail 5, Starling
40, Linnet 3, Goldcrest 1.

Bottlenose Dolphins were again seen from the Dorset
coast on several occasions from Durlston, Hengistbury
Head and Portland during October.
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OCTOBER  survey results

Cetaceans

Common Dolphin               693
Beaked Whale sp     4
Pilot Whale   12

Total Animals 709

Birds
Fulmar      1
Sooty Shearwater      4
Storm Petrel      4
Gannet  432
Great Skua  127
Lesser Black-Backed Gull   12
Great Black-Backed Gull   12
Kittiwake   19
Sabines Gull    1
Little Gull      11
Sandwich Tern    1
‘Commic’  Tern    1
Guillemot    8
Razorbill    1
Auk Sp    7
Grey Phalarope    1
Golden Plover    4
Pallas Warbler    1
Black Redstart    1
Starling  55
Robin    1
Skylark    1
Meadow Pipit  78
Pied Wagtail    1
Chaffinch    1
Pipit sp   21
Finch sp   27

Research Team: Jeff Picksley, Darren
Fanner, Sarah Brook

NOVEMBER  survey results

Cetaceans

Common Dolphin               1155
Pilot Whale      1
Harbour Porpoise    12
Dolphin Sp.      4

Total Animals              1172

Birds
Fulmar     5
Gannet 185
Great Skua   38
Lesser Black-Backed Gull     4
Great Black-Backed Gull   17
Kittiwake 177
Little Gull        9
Mediterranean Gull    2
Black Headed Gull    2
Guillemot   22
Puffin    2
Auk Sp   26
Phalarope sp    7
Common Scoter    1
Starling    6

Plus
Ocean sunfish     1

Research Team: Russell Neave, Jo Wharam,
Adrian Shephard

The survey team on 23-26th experienced difficult
weather southbound but fortunately this improved
for the northbound leg of the research/survey trip.
However a single group of over 600 Common
Dolphin was observed.

The BDRP continued to fulfil its important
educational role when it was joined by students from
Penrice Community College. Wildlife Officer Clive
Martin devoted much time to introducing the group
to the survey techniques and the wildlife of the Bay,
which helped them to enjoy excellent sightings of
large groups of Common Dolphin, Bottlenose
Dolphin and Fin Whales.

Penrice Community College pictured with BDRP
Wildlife Officer Clive Martin (centre).
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The survey team had fair weather conditions and
recorded 1155 Common Dolphin, 1 Pilot Whale and
14 Harbour Porpoise.

During mid November Clive Martin took a well-
earned break and Jackie Smith and Chris Bielby
stepped in as relief wildlife officers. Flat and calm
conditions prevailed throughout most of the month
providing good viewing conditions. Large groups of
common dolphin were seen in the Southwest
Approaches and also on the Northern Shelf Slope,
with some groups estimated as up to 1400. Curviers
Beaked Whale was seen in the Southern Bay, as were



DECEMBER  survey results

Cetaceans

Fin Whale (probable)    1
Common Dolphin               195
Striped Dolphin    1
Bottlenose Dolphin   11

Total Animals 208

Birds
Fulmar   16
Storm Petrel     1
Gannet 162
Shag     2
Great Skua   34
Arctic Skua     3
Lesser Black-Backed Gull   62
Great Black-Backed Gull     5
Kittiwake 142
Sabines Gull         1
Gull sp   10
Guillemot   49
Auk Sp   28

Plus
Ocean sunfish     1

Research Team: Caroline Weir, John Arnott,
Robin Plowman

some other unidentified beaked whale species. Fin
Whales were observed in the northern and southern
part of the Bay at about this time.

5 Curviers Beaked Whales were reported again on
24-26th November by Clive Martin upon his return,
along with continued high numbers of Common
Dolphin and the exciting sight of 2 probable Dwarf
Sperm Whales.

Bottlenose Dolphins were again seen off Portland on
the 7-11th November, from Durlston on 16th and 27th
and 1 was seen in Poole Bay on the 15th.
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Clive Martin’s wildlife officer report of 5-7th was
another exciting one. Mirror calm to Force 2 sea state
prevailed with excellent visibility enabling some
good sightings. Approaching the shelf break a huge
group of dolphin spreading over the entire horizon
was observed. As they got closer it was evident that
this ‘super pod’  were feeding with Gannet, Great
Skua and Kittiwake in association. It was one of the
largest groups Clive has ever experienced and his
conservative estimate puts the number at 4,000 plus!
2 Minke whale and a pod of 5 Pilot Whale were also
in association.

Common Dolphin: large numbers were seen in the Bay
of Biscay during early December.

The Southern Bay was predictably quiet but 1 group
of active Striped Dolphin were seen. The English
Channel was calm thus enabling several sightings of
Harbour Porpoise and the highlight as the ship
approached the Isle of Wight was a sighting of a
Thresher Shark with the caudal fin standing proud of
the surface by about 0.75m! It was using its tail to
coral fish, which were seen leaping above the surface
in an effort to escape!
The weather conditions for the 8-10th were
exceptional for the time of year enabling the sighting
of 2 Curviers Beaked Whale, 775 Common Dolphin,
6 Pilot Whale, 30 Striped Dolphin, 1 Minke Whale, 7
Bottlenose Dolphin and 1 Harbour Porpoise.  A
Common Dolphin with melanistic colouration -
totally dark grey with no other markings – was also
observed.

The survey team on the 19-21st also encountered
probable fin whale and 195 common dolphin.
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The Pride of Bilbao was laid up for repairs,
maintenance, and refitting for most of the month.
However, the first wildlife officer report of the year
for 29th January to 1st Feb records 156 Common
Dolphin, 4 Bottlenose Dolphin and 1 probable Minke
Whale.

Up to 8 Bottlenose Dolphin were seen off Portland
on the 20th, 21st, 24th and 26th January.

The highlight of the month however was the AGM
on 22nd January.

Pilot Whale: seen in the Bay during early December



Biscay Dolphin Research Programme
General Meeting – 22nd January

On a cool but sunny January day, the Directors,
researchers and supporters of BDRP converged on
the Guildford College of Further and Higher
Education for the 2005 general meeting. This was a
good opportunity for everyone to meet and reflect on
the first 10 years of research.

The afternoon started with Andy Williams, BDRP
Chairman, and his report on the group and some of
what has been learnt. He highlighted the progress that
has been made through the partnership with P&O to
explore year round the, at the time unknown,
diversity of the Bay of Biscay. Ferry surveys are now
an accepted low cost method of watching cetaceans
and the Bay of Biscay has a prominent section in
Mark Carwardine’s recent guide to Whale Watching
in Europe. The list of species continues to grow and
new behaviours are being recognised.

Andy Williams presenting the Chairman’s report on
10 years of the BDRP at this years AGM

Unfortunately due to the heavy commitment that
Andy has with his professional situation, he
announced that he would no longer be able to
participate as Chairperson or Director of BDRP.
Andy has made an enormous contribution to the
work and development of BDRP over the last 10
years. All those involved with BDRP would like to
thank him and his wife Helen wholeheartedly for
their fantastic achievements and hard work, and wish
them the very best for the future. Through the work
of Andy and others, BDRP now has an expanding
team of dedicated and highly skilled volunteers and
the remaining Directors of BDRP, Dr Tom Brereton
and Clive Martin are fully committed to the future
success and development of BDRP.

Andy was followed by Tom Brereton, with a
summary of the scientific progress made in 2004.
This was a very busy year, with collaborative
research projects on Common Dolphin, Cuvier©s
Beaked Whale, Fin Whale, Minke Whale and Striped
Dolphin. The value of year round data was

emphasized in establishing the annual movements of
species such as common dolphin, whilst the bay’s
diversity has led to more knowledge of mixed species
groups and predation between species. Also
highlighted was our work on pan-European cetacean
monitoring through the expanding Atlantic Research
Coalition and dissemination of research through
scientific papers and conferences.

Next was Duncan Fyfe’s summary of the progress
with the recent Supporters group and regular
“Splash”  newsletter. This group fulfils the need to
maintain a channel to interested passengers so that
we can keep them better informed of our work in
return for their continued support.

Darren Fanner followed with a summary of the
improvements made for the 2004 re-launch of the
website, emphasizing the value of regular sightings,
aided by a fantastic year of sightings to good visitor
numbers. The new model has continued to develop
with a new merchandise page and an expanded link
resource.

The Guest Speaker for the afternoon was Rachel
Saward, publishing Editor of Whale and Dolphin
Magazine that was launched back in the spring. That
there is so much to write about is a tribute to all who
are involved in cetacean research and the magazine
fills an important niche that had appeared with the
increase in interest in the marine mammals around
the UK. Establishing a new magazine presents many
challenges as well as opportunities, not least of which
is to increase circulation and get it into the shops.
Regular contributors have been established as well as
regular sections on News, Sightings, Research,
Where to Watch, Species Profiles etc. It should also
provide a specialist, yet affordable option for our
growing number of marine wildlife tour operators to
advertise.

Finally, the afternoon was brought to a close by Clive
Martin, Wildlife Liaison Officer and BDRP Director,
and his summary of a good year of sightings and
some of the wonderful highlights. Particularly the
Blue Whale, so often described during the lectures,
actually being encountered whilst the Whale and
Dolphin Special cruise was underway!



Special Feature

It is a sad fact that almost anyone and everyone who has
made a visit to a beach would have seen beach litter.
This not only spoils our enjoyment of our day out but
may also be harmful to wildlife and even human health.
Marine wildlife can, for instance, become entangled in
fishing nets and line and may also be at risk from eating
discarded nets and other fishing equipment.

The type and amount of beach litter found varies
throughout the year and from beach to beach. It can be
affected by the weather, tidal conditions, holidays and
local beach cleaning regimes.  However, in 2003 the
Marine Conservation Society’s Beachwatch survey
found nearly 280,000 pieces of litter on 244 UK
beaches. The main sources of beach litter were
identified as sewage debris (7.7%), fishing (14.6%) and
beach visitors (36.7%). Among the most common items
dropped by visitors were plastic drinks bottles, cigarette
stubs, crisp and sweet wrappers, and glass pieces.
However, 38% of all litter found could not be traced to
a source because it had been in the marine environment
for so long that it was now no longer recognisable.

There is also the problem of litter that is discarded and
jettisoned from boats all over the world. It is rather
worrying that, despite some efforts and key legislation
(see box 1), this is almost completely un-policed, and it
is suggested that millions of tonnes of sewage and
rubbish is discarded into the sea directly from cruise

liners, fishing vessels
and recreational boats.
The Marine
Conservation Society
found that about 56% of
the litter found on
beaches was plastic,
which remains in the
environment for a long
time. Over one million
birds and 100,000

marine mammals globally are estimated to die each year
from eating or getting trapped in plastics.

Box 1: UK and EU legislation governing the control of
litter  from land and sea based sources

In the UK there is a range of current legislation in place
to reduce litter from land based sources that includes:

·  Environmental Protection Act 1990 (EPA)  - it
is an offence under section 33 of the EPA to
deposit waste without a waste management
licence and this is enforced by the Environment
Agency. It is also an offence under section 87 to
drop litter in any public place and the EPA
places duties on local authorities to keep amenity
environments and public open spaces clear of
litter.

·  Options are being explored by Defra and the
Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM) to
extend the litter duty of the Environmental
Protection Act 1990 to address litter on beaches,
rivers and canals.

·  The Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996 - may be
adopted by local councils to require dog owners
to clean up after their pets on public land
(including beaches and footpaths).

·  Prevention of Pollution from Land-based
Sources (OSPAR) 1974 - aims to reduce
contaminants entering the sea from rivers and
land-based sources.

·  Water  Resources Act 1991 - it is an offence
under section 85 to cause or knowingly permit
“polluting matter”  to enter controlled waters.
This is also enforced by the Environment
Agency.

There are also some key international pieces of
legislation that aim to reduce litter and pollution from sea
based sources. These include:

·  International Convention for  the Prevention
of Pollution from Ships 1973 (MARPOL
73/78) - controls pollution by ‘garbage’  and sets
minimum distances from land within which no
waste can be disposed. Disposal of all plastics is
prohibited in the world’s oceans.

·  Merchant Shipping (Prevention of Pollution
by Garbage) Regulations 1998 and Merchant
Shipping (Por t Waste Reception Facilities)
Regulations 1997 - implementation of
MARPOL 73/78. The regulations control
dumping of garbage in UK waters and the
provision of facilities at UK ports for appropriate
disposal of waste generated by shipping.

·  London Convention 1972 (formerly the London
Dumping Convention, amended 1996) - a global
convention controlling the dumping of wastes at
sea by licensing. Signatories are prohibited from
dumping non-biodegradable materials from ships
and other man-made offshore installations.



Minke Whale: a dead Minke Whale found on a beach in
Normandy, in France, in April 2002 had 800 grammes
of plastics in its stomach. This included two British
supermarket bags, a plastic bottle and a foil potato crisp
packet.

There is also the growing concern that sea life could
accumulate toxic substances in their bodies from eating
plastic litter. Furthermore, if an animal’s throat becomes
blocked by eating plastic, it may choke or be unable to
feed. Surface feeders such as turtles and albatrosses are
especially at risk, as are filter feeders such as puffins
and minke whales. Cleaning up beach litter also costs
money. Local authorities, industry and coastal
communities in England and Wales spend about £14
million per year on cleaning up coastal and marine
litter.

The type and amount of beach litter varies throughout
the year and from beach to beach. It is affected by such
factors as:

·  the weather
·  tidal conditions
·  holidays
·  local beach-cleaning regimes
·  local dog bans

What can you do to help reduce beach
litter and make a difference?

There are a lot of things you can do to stop litter
becoming a threat to the environment and to the world’s
cetaceans and seabirds.  These range from making small
changes in your everyday life to getting involved in
national clean ups and surveys.

Lifestyle actions:
·  Remember to reduce, re-use and recycle!
·  Put your rubbish in the bin or, better still, take

it away with you because the bins often get full
and overflow

·  Don’ t flush away non-degradable rubbish, Bag
it and Bin it

·  Clean up after your dog
·  Visit the Are you doing your  bit? website for

more information on how you can reduce the
amount of waste you produce

Volunteer:
·  Join the Marine Conservation Society’s

‘Adopt a Beach’  scheme to collect, count and
assess beach litter

·  Join Beachwatch - the Marine Conservation
Society’s autumn clean up - and be a part of
the International Coastal Clean Up that
operates in over 80 countries

·  Order a free clean up kit from ENCAMS - the
charity that runs the keep Britain tidy
campaign.

Duncan Fyfe
With thanks to the Environment Agency and the Marine
Conservation Society for the information contained
within this article. For further information visit:

www.environment-agency.gov.uk/yourenv

www.mcsuk.org
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And thanks to our Splash contributors: Andy
Williams, Clive Martin, Tom Brereton and the
BDRP teamleaders for their reports.
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HOW TO MAKE A
DONATION to the BDRP

The BDRP is a non-profit making organisation run entirely
by volunteers and funded largely by donations from the
public. If you would like to make a further donation then
please send a cheque or postal orders made payable to:

“BDRP”
6 Manor Way,
Lee on Solent,
Hampshire. PO13 9JH


