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This catalogue features White-beaked Dolphins recorded off the coastline of 
Northumberland, Tyneside and County Durham from 2010-2024. These were primarily 
photographed from small boats: Sarah JFK (unƟl 2013), JFKTWO (2014 onwards), Ocean 
Explorer, Glad Tidings V, PV St Oswald (unƟl 2014), PV St Aidan (2015 onwards). 

The growth of interest in cetacean observaƟons in North East England has led to the 
development of an incredible ciƟzen science network between the Scoƫsh Border and the 
Humber. The admin team of the North East Cetacean Project have kept both of us sane 
during an intense period of photo analysis. The Berwick Dolphin Watch, Dolphin Spoƫng NE 
and North East Cetacean Project Facebook groups have members who are observing year-
round in all weathers, and we dedicate this catalogue to all of their ciƟzen scienƟsts who are 
driving the marine conservaƟon discussion forward in NE England. We hope this catalogue 
will prove a valuable resource for observers at sea, and a source of inspiraƟon and 
encouragement to wonder about this enigmaƟc and elusive dolphin that mainly visits the 
nearshore areas of our region between the late Spring and the early Autumn. 

A huge thank you goes to KaƟe HackeƩ, who takes the data that is generated from transect 
surveys, casual observaƟons, and photo-ID matching, and does all of the analysis, mapping 
and reporƟng that isn’t our comfort zone. 

Professor Tom Brereton, Dr Rachel Davies, Dr Chiara Bertulli and Rachael Milor all provided 
valuable insight and support, during the creaƟon of earlier incarnaƟons of the catalogue. 

In addiƟon to the authors, images were also gratefully received from Andrew Burr, Steve 
Crow, Geoff Morgan, Josh Reid, Steve Sheehan and Kim Willis. 

The catalogue is the result of cross-sector collaboraƟon, and funding from Natural England. 
All data and images are copyrighted. To request the use of data or images from the 
catalogue please contact MarƟn Kitching marƟn@northeastcetaceanproject.org.uk 

MarƟn Kitching and Jo Richardson, Northumberland, March 2024 
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